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 Definitions 

Chapter 1135 (Definitions) Notes: 
 
This chapter contains definitions of major terms used throughout the code. 
The draft chapter that follows includes general rules of language interpretation 
as well as the glossary of definitions. This chapter is partially complete as it 
contains definitions of those terms that have been used in the chapters that 
have been drafted and reviewed to date. Additional terms are being added as 
the code is being reviewed. General notes on this draft chapter: 
 

1. We have tried to highlight where some of the language originated from in the existing planning 
and code. These references are made through parenthetical references in major headings 
(highlighted in orange/red text). For the most part, we tried to carry forward any language that 
had worked well for the City in the past but, in other cases, we have made substantial changes 
or created new text. These references will be removed once the planning and zoning code is 
prepared for final adoption. 

2. There are a series of footnotes in this draft that will also ultimately be removed for adoption. 
These footnotes also help identify where there has been changes made and, in some cases, 
why the changes were made. 

3. Additionally, because this is still only a portion of the code, there are still missing cross-
references. You will note these by the <> symbol. We included this in the text as an easy way 
to identify future cross-references that will be added as the complete code is assembled. 

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this draft language, you can reach out to Jamie 
Kreindler (Sharonville City Planner) at jkreindler@cityofsharonville.com or at 513-563-0033 x4104.  

 

 

  

mailto:jkreindler@cityofsharonville.com


Chapter 1135: Definitions 
1135.01: Purpose 

 

Sharonville Planning and Zoning Code – 6-28-2021 -2021 DRAFT 173 

 PURPOSE 

It is the purpose of this chapter to define words, terms, and phrases, or identify references, contained in this 
code. 

 GENERAL RULES FOR INTERPRETATION 

The following rules shall apply for construing or interpreting the terms and provisions of this code. 

 Meanings and Intent 

All provisions, terms, phrases, and expressions contained in this code shall be interpreted in accordance 
with the general purposes set forth in Section 0:   
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Purpose, and the specific purpose statements set forth throughout this code.  When a specific section of 
this code gives a different meaning than the general definition provided in this chapter, the specific 
section’s meaning and application of the term shall control. 

 Headings, Illustrations, and Text 

In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between the text of this code and any heading, caption, figure, 
illustration, table, or map, the text shall control.  Graphics and other illustrations are provided for 
informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as a complete and accurate description of all 
applicable regulations or requirements. 

 Lists and Examples 

Unless otherwise specifically indicated, lists of items or examples that use terms like “for example,” 
“including,” and “such as,” or similar language are intended to provide examples and are not exhaustive 
lists of all possibilities. 

 References to Other Regulations or Publications 

Whenever reference is made to a code, statute, regulation, or document, it shall be construed as a 
reference to the most recent edition of such code, statute, regulation, or document, unless otherwise 
specifically stated. 

 Delegation of Authority 

Any act authorized by this code to be carried out by a specific official of the City may be carried out by a 
designee of such official. 

 Technical and Nontechnical Terms 

Words and phrases shall be construed according to the common and approved usage of the language, 
but technical words and phrases that may have acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall 
be construed and understood according to such meaning. 

 Public Officials and Agencies 

All public officials, bodies, and agencies to which references are made are those of the City of Sharonville, 
unless otherwise indicated. 

 Mandatory and Discretionary Terms 

The words “shall,” “must,” and “will” are mandatory in nature, establishing an obligation or duty to comply 
with the particular provision.  The words “may” and “should” are permissive in nature. 

 Conjunctions 

Unless the context clearly suggests the contrary, conjunctions shall be interpreted as follows:   

(1) “And” indicates that all connected items, conditions, provisions or events apply; and 

(2) “Or” indicates that one or more of the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events apply. 

 Tenses and Plurals 

Words used in the present tense include the future tense.  Words used in the singular number include the 
plural number and the plural number includes the singular number, unless the context of the particular 
usage clearly indicates otherwise.   Words used in the masculine gender include the feminine gender, and 
vice versa. 

 Terms Not Defined 

If a term used in this code is not defined in this chapter, the Director of Community Development shall 
have the authority to provide a definition based upon the definitions used in accepted sources, including 
but not limited to, A Planners Dictionary, A Glossary of Zoning, Development, and Planning Terms, and A 
Survey of Zoning Definitions, published by the American Planning Association. The Director of Community 
Development 172may also rely on Webster’s Dictionary or a similar source for the definition of terms. 

 
172 We may change this official based on future discussions about the roles of various officials. 
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 DEFINITIONS AND REFERENCES173 

Accessibility Ramps 
Permanent or portable ramps utilized to provide a disabled person with accessibility to a structure. 

Active Recreational Facilities 
Any park or recreational facility that is owned, managed, or operated by the City of Sharonville, a local 
township, Butler or Hamilton Counties, the State of Ohio, or a nonprofit agency. Such park or recreational 
facility requires grading of the land, construction of facilities, lighting, or is developed for athletic fields, tennis 
courts, swimming pools, skate parks, disc golf, golf courses and other similar outdoor facilities. Such uses 
may include accessory retail uses that are customarily incidental recreational uses including, but not limited 
to, souvenir or concession stands. 

Administrative, Business, or Professional Offices 
A building or portion of a building wherein services are performed involving predominately administrative, 
professional or clerical operations which carries on no retail trade and maintains no stock of goods for retail 
sale on the premises. 

Adult Arcade 
Adult arcade shall mean any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated or slug-
operated or electronically, electrically, or mechanically controlled still or motion picture machines, projectors, 
or other image-producing devices are regularly maintained to show images to five or fewer persons per 
machine at any one time, and where the images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by their 
emphasis upon matter exhibiting or describing specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas. 

Adult Bookstore, Adult Novelty Store, or Adult Video Store 
A commercial establishment that, for any form of consideration, has as a significant or substantial portion of 
its stock-in-trade in, derives a significant or substantial portion of its revenues from, devotes a significant or 
substantial portion of its interior business or advertising to, or maintains a substantial section of its sales or 
display space for the sale or rental of any of the following: 

• Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion pictures, video 
cassettes or video reproductions, slides or other visual representations, which are characterized by the 
depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical areas"; or 

• Instruments, devices or paraphernalia which are designed for use in connection with "specified sexual 
activities." 

A commercial establishment as defined in section 2907.38 of the Ohio Revised Code. An establishment may 
have other principal business purposes that do not involve the offering for sale, rental, or viewing of materials 
exhibiting or describing “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” and still be categorized as 
an “adult bookstore,” “adult novelty store”, or “adult video store.” The existence of other principal business 
purposes does not exempt an establishment from being categorized as an “adult bookstore,” “adult novelty 
store,” or “adult video store” so long as one of its principal business purposes is offering for sale or rental, for 
some form of consideration, such materials that exhibit or describe “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas.” 

Adult Cabaret 
A night club, bar, juice bar, restaurant, bottle club, or similar commercial establishment, whether or not 
alcoholic beverages are served, that regularly features any of the following: 

• Persons who appear in a state of nudity or semi-nudity; 

• Live performances which are characterized by the exposure of "specified anatomical areas" or by 
"specified sexual activities"; or 

• Films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographic reproductions which are 
characterized by the depiction or description of "specified sexual activities" or "specified anatomical 
areas." 

 
173 This is a partial list of definitions that is based on chapters that have been reviewed by the steering committee, to-date. 
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Adult Entertainment 
The sale, rental, or exhibition, for any form of consideration, of books, films, video cassettes, magazines, 
periodicals, or live performances that are characterized by an emphasis on the exposure or display of 
specified anatomical areas or specified sexual activity. 

Adult Entertainment Business 
A restaurant, coffee shop, juice bar, bar, or any business establishment in which employees participate in the 
conduct of the business in a state of nudity.   

Adult Entertainment Establishments 
An adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult entertainment business, adult novelty store, adult video store, adult 
cabaret, adult motion picture theater, sexual device shop, adult theater, nude or seminude model studio, or 
sexual encounter establishment but does not include a business solely by reason of its showing, selling, or 
renting materials that may depict sex. An establishment in which a medical practitioner, psychologist, 
psychiatrist, or similar professional person licensed by the state engages in medically approved and 
recognized therapy, including, but not limited to, massage therapy, as regulated pursuant to section 4731.15 
of the Revised Code, is not an "adult entertainment establishment.   

Adult Motion Picture Theater 
A commercial establishment where films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, or similar photographic 
reproductions that are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis upon the exhibition or description of 
“specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” are regularly shown for any form of consideration. 

Adult Theater 
A theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial establishment that, for any form of consideration, 
regularly features persons who appear in a state of nudity or semi-nudity or live performances that are 
characterized by their emphasis upon the exposure of “specified anatomical areas” or “specified sexual 
activities.” 

Agricultural Uses 
Cultivated plats, tracts of land, or raised beds containing single variety or multiple varieties of vegetables, 
fruits, berries, or any other edible or otherwise consumable agricultural product or produce.  

Amateur Radio Antennas 
A system of cables, electrical conductors, insulators, metallic or nonmetallic tubing, poles, reflecting discs, 
rods, wires, or similar objects used for transmission or reception of radio signals or electromagnetic waves for 
amateur radio service. 

Animal Boarding Facilities  
Any building, structure or land, or combination thereof, used, designed or arranged for the boarding, breeding 
or care of domestic animals or pets, for profit. 

Animal Hospital/Clinics and Animal Grooming 
A building where animals or pets are given medical or surgical treatment and are cared for during the time of 
such treatment. Such uses shall not have any outdoor facilities for the boarding or keeping of animals. Such 
use may include facilities for animal grooming. 

Assembly Halls or Conference Centers 
Facilities or buildings available for lease by private parties that may include kitchen facilities for the 
preparation or catering of food, the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption during 
scheduled events not open to the public, and/or outdoor gardens, decks, or reception facilities. 

Automotive Repair and Service (Major) 
Any general repair, rebuilding, reconditioning, body or fender work, framework, painting or the replacement of 
major parts of motor vehicles (e.g., major engine repair). This use type may also include towing services that 
provide towing or conveyance of a wrecked, inoperable, disabled, or illegally parked motor vehicle but shall 
not include storage of such vehicles on site. 
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Automotive Repair and Service (Minor) 
Any structure or premises used for the sale of vehicle parts and fluids, excluding fuel sales, including 
lubrication of motor vehicles and replacements or installation of minor parts and accessories, but not including 
major repair work such as motor replacement, body and fender repair, or spray painting. Such uses shall also 
include establishments that sell parts or tires for vehicles as a retail establishment, regardless if the parts are 
installed on-site. See also “automotive repair and service (heavy).” 

Bed and Breakfast Establishments 
Any place of lodging that provides four or fewer rooms for rent on a temporary basis, is the owner’s personal 
residence, is occupied by the owner at the time of rental, and where meals may be served to guests. 

Building  
Any structure, of more or less permanent construction, having one or more floors and a roof supported by 
columns or walls, which is completely enclosed and is designed or intended for the shelter or protection of 
persons, animals, or property. When separated by party walls, each portion of such building shall be 
considered a separate structure. The term shall be used synonymously with "structure", unless otherwise 
noted, and shall be construed as if followed by the words "parts or parts thereof". 

Building or Enclosure, Temporary 
A temporary building or enclosure that is permitted to exist during a set period of time as set forth in Section 
<>. 

Building, Accessory 
A subordinate building detached from, but located on the same lot as, the principal or main building, the use 
of which is incidental and accessory to the principal building or use and that is constructed subsequent to the 
principal building or main use of the land. 

Building, Principal or Main 
A building occupied by the main use of the lot on which said building is located. 

Bulk Sale or Distribution of Fuels and Oils 
An establishment that sells or distributes unleaded and diesel gasoline, propane, oils, or any other similar 
types of fuels or liquids to other businesses but not to the general public. 

Cellular Communication Services 
Personal communications accessed by means of cellular equipment and services. 

Cellular or Wireless Communications Antenna  
Any structure or device used to receive transmit electromagnetic waves between cellular phones, pagers, 
commercial mobile services, wireless services and ground-wired communications systems including both 
directional antennas, such as panels, microwave dishes and satellite dishes, and omnidirectional antennas 
such as whips and other equipment utilized to serve personal communication services. 

Cemeteries 
Land used for the burial of the human dead and dedicated for cemetery purposes, including columbariums, 
crematories, mausoleums, and mortuaries when operated in conjunction with and within the boundary of such 
cemetery.  

Collocation 
The use of a wireless telecommunications facility, comprising a single wireless telecommunications tower, 
building or other structure permanently affixed to real property, supporting two or more antennas, disks, pods 
or other similar devices used for telecommunications by more than one telecommunications provider, whether 
public or private.  Collocation shall apply to such devices whether readily discernible to the naked eye or 
camouflaged (see definition). 

Commercial and Business Support Services 
A profit-making activity which renders services to other commercial or industrial businesses such as, but not 
limited to, courier services, information technology consultants, and internet providers. 
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Commercial Greenhouses 
An establishment used for the growing, storage, and sale of legal garden plants, shrubs, trees, or vines for 
retail or wholesale sales. Greenhouses that are part of a larger agricultural use shall be considered accessory 
to the principal agricultural use of the land.  

Commercial Recreational Facilities (Indoors)  
A facility for any indoor profit-making activity which is providing participatory and/or spectator activities, such 
as, but not limited to, live performances, bowling alleys, commercial recreation, video game rooms, billiard 
halls, indoor skating rinks, bingo parlors and similar entertainment activities. Commercial recreational facilities 
shall not include "adult entertainment establishments." 

Commercial Recreational Facilities (Outdoors) 
Land or facilities for any profit-making activity which is providing outdoor participatory and/or spectator 
activities such as, but not limited to, privately manages or owned parks, amusement park, water parks, 
rollerblade rental, pay-to-play athletic fields, golf courses, miniature golf courses, driving ranges, outdoor ice-
skating rinks, batting cages or swimming pools. Commercial recreational facilities shall not include "adult 
entertainment establishments." 

Community Gardens 
A single piece of land that is gardened collectively by a group of people that may include individual garden 
plots designated for individual gardens. 

Construction Structures 
A mobile home, trailer, dumpster, or similar temporary structure that is used as an office, storage, or 
collection of debris in conjunction with a construction project. 

Container 
An article of transport equipment which is of a permanent character and strong enough for repeated use; is 
specially designed to facilitate the carriage of goods by one or more modes of transport, without intermediate 
reloading; and is fitted with devices permitting its ready handling from one mode of transport to another; and 
is so designed as to be easy to fill and empty; and has an internal volume of one cubic meter or more. 

Container Ports 
A facility where “containers174” are temporarily stored or transferred between different vehicles for further 
transportation to the container’s final destination. 

Contractor Equipment and Storage Yards 
An unenclosed area or portion of a lot upon which a construction contractor maintains its principal office or a 
permanent business office used to store and maintain construction equipment and other materials customarily 
used in the trade carried on by a construction contractor. 

Cultural Facilities 
Public or private facilities used for display, performance, or enjoyment of heritage, history, or the arts. This 
use includes, but is not limited to, museums, libraries, art performance venues, cultural centers, and 
interpretative sites. Such use shall not include “theaters.” 

 
174 The term container is defined in the same manner as the current code. 
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Deck 
A flat surface, that is not paved, which is capable of supporting weight similar to a floor, constructed outdoors 
and elevated from the ground that is either freestanding or attached to a building. Decks may also include 
stairways. Decks are unenclosed by solid or nonsolid walls or a roof. See also Section <>.  

 

 
Figure <>: Example of a deck. 

Detached Accessory Buildings 
See definition of “building, accessory.” 

Drive-Through Facilities 
Any portion of a building from which business is transacted, or is capable of being transacted, directly with 
customers located in a motor vehicle during such business transactions. The term "drive-through" shall also 
include "drive-up" and "drive-in" but shall not include vehicle washing establishments, automotive fuel sales, 
or automotive repair and service establishments. 

Dwelling Unit 
A single unit of one or more rooms providing complete, independent living facilities for one family, or 
alternatively by one housekeeping unit. 

Dwelling, Multi-Family 
A building or portion thereof designed with three or more dwelling units excluding “dwelling, rowhouse.” 

Dwelling, Rowhouse 
A building where the dwelling units are structurally attached to one another, side-by-side, with shared walls. 
Each dwelling unit shall only be accessible by individual, exterior entrances. 

Dwelling, Single-Family 
A building designed for or used exclusively for residential purposes by one family or housekeeping unit. 

Dwelling, Two-Family 
A building, or portion thereof, designed with two dwelling units. 

Educational Institutions (Higher Education) 
Any private or public secondary educational institution that includes, but is not limited to: secretarial schools, 
colleges and universities, business schools, seminaries, or any other institution providing collegiate level 
curriculum. 

Educational Institutions (Preschool and K-12) 
A public or private facility that provides a curriculum of primary, elementary, secondary or college preparatory 
academic instruction, including, but not limited to, preschools, kindergartens, elementary schools, junior high 
schools, and high schools. This definition shall not be deemed to include colleges, trade or business schools, 
or other post-secondary education facilities. See “educational institutions (higher education).” 
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Essential Services 
The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or City departments, boards, or 
commissions, of overhead, surface or underground gas, electrical steam, or water, distribution or 
transmission systems, collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including mains, drains, 
sewers, pipes, conduits, tunnels, wires, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, 
poles, electrical substation, gas regulator stations and other similar equipment and accessories in connection 
therewith, reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such City utility or City department, 
board, or commission or for the public health, safety, or general welfare, shall be exempt from the regulations 
of this code.  Provided, however, that the installation shall conform to Federal Communications Commission 
and Federal Aviation Agency rules and regulations, and those of other authorities having jurisdiction. 

Establishment (Adult Entertainment Establishments) 
Establishment means and includes any of the following: 

• The opening or commencement of any adult entertainment establishment as a new business; 

• The conversion of an existing business, whether or not an adult entertainment establishment, to an 
adult entertainment establishment; 

• The additions of any adult entertainment establishment to any other existing adult entertainment 
establishment; or 

• The relocation of any adult entertainment establishment. 

Family  
One or more persons, with their direct lineal descendants and adopted children (and including the domestic 
employees thereof), together with not more than two persons not so related, living together in the whole or 
part of a dwelling comprising a single housekeeping unit.  

Financial Institutions – Cash Advance, Check Cashing, Short-Term Loan, and Pay Day Lending 
Any building, property or activity of which the principal use or purpose of which is defined individually as 
follows: 

• “Car Title Loan Establishment”: Any building, room, space, establishment, facility or portion thereof 
where consumer loans are secured by a title to a motor vehicle.  This does not include a state or 
federally chartered bank, savings association, credit union or industrial loan company.  

• "Cash Advance Facility": Any building, room, space, establishment, facility or portion thereof where 
unsecured, short-term cash advances are provided, including those made against future pay checks. 
This does not include a state or federally chartered bank, savings association, credit union or industrial 
loan company.  

• "Check Cashing Facility”: Any building, room, space, establishment, facility or portion thereof where 
checks are cashed in exchange for a percentage fee. This does not include a state or federally 
chartered bank, savings association, credit union or industrial loan company.  

• "Pay Day Lending Facility": Any building, room, space, establishment, facility or portion thereof that 
provides loans to individuals in exchange for personal checks as collateral.  This does not include a 
state or federally chartered bank, savings association, credit union or industrial loan company. 

Financial Institutions – Other 
Any building, property or activity of which the principal use or purpose of which is for depository purposes and 
including the provision of financial services including, but not limited to banks, credit unions, savings and loan 
institutions but does not include those institutions defined in “financial institutions – cash advance, check 
cashing, short-term loan, and pay day lending.” 

Fraternal, Charitable, and Service Oriented Clubs 
A building or portion thereof or premises owned or operated by an entity, person or group of persons for a 
social, educational, religious, or recreational purpose, but not primarily for profit or to render a service which is 
customarily carried on as a business. 
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Fuel Stations  
An establishment that sells unleaded and diesel gasoline or any other fuel used for in vehicles as part of a 
retail activity available to the general public. Such use shall not include electric charging stations that are 
located in individual parking spaces. 

Funeral Homes and Mortuaries 
Any dwelling or establishment used and occupied by a professional licensed mortician for human burial 
preparation and funeral services. 

Garage or Estate Sales 
Sales by residents of used or surplus personal possessions including, but not limited to all sales entitled 
garage, yard, lawn, basement, attic, porch, room, tent, backyard, patio, or moving. This term shall include 
garage sales, lawn sales, attic sales, rummage sales or any similar casual sale of tangible personal property 
which is advertised by any means whereby the public at large can be made aware of such sale.  

Government Offices and Buildings 
Buildings or office space utilized for the provision of services by the City of Sharonville, Butler or Hamilton 
Counties, the State of Ohio, or the Federal Government that does not include outdoor activities other than 
parking. Such uses include, but are not limited to, the municipal building, fire stations, police stations, 
government offices, and other similar uses. 

Gravel Surface Parking Lot 
A parking area that is temporarily paved with gravel or loose rock while the related development is under 
construction. 

Home Occupations 
A business, profession, occupation, or trade that is conducted within a residential dwelling unit for the 
economic gain or support of a resident of the dwelling and is incidental and secondary to the residential use 
of the lot and does not adversely or perceptively affect the character of the lot or surrounding area.   

Hospitals 
An institution providing inpatient and outpatient medical and/or surgical care, diagnosis and treatment for sick 
or injured persons including beds for overnight care, laboratories, medical offices, training facilities, and other 
necessary accessory facilities. Such uses may include ambulance service. 

Hotels 
A facility offering fewer than 30 days of consecutive lodging accommodations, in individual rooms or suites, 
on a daily rate, to the general public and potentially providing additional accessory services such as, but not 
limited to, restaurants, meeting rooms and recreational facilities. Such facilities shall provide only internal 
access to the individual rooms or suites. 

Housekeeping Unit 
Five or fewer unrelated persons occupying a single dwelling unit, living as a single group, and doing their own 
cooking on the premises as distinguished from a group occupying a hotel, motel, or other group living 
arrangement. Such definition shall also include all residential facilities with five or fewer residents and 
residential facilities, as defined in Chapter 5123 of the ORC, that contain up to eight or fewer unrelated 
persons. 

Industrial Service Uses 
Establishments primarily engaged in rendering services to office, business, retail, or industrial establishments 
on a fee or contract basis, such as advertising and mailing; building maintenance; employment services; 
management and consulting services; protective services; office equipment rental and leasing; commercial 
research; development and testing; photo finishing; machine repair, and personal supply services. 

Liquor Stores 
A retail establishment where the primary sale is of alcoholic drink for consumption elsewhere and which 
establishment is permitted by the State of Ohio. 
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Machinery and Heavy Equipment Sales, Leasing, Storage, and Service 
An establishment engaged in the temporary storage for the sale or repair of tractor trailer trucks and other 
equipment or vehicles used in commercial, industrial or construction enterprises such as, but not limited to, 
bulldozers, cranes, backhoes, rollers, and lifts. 

Manufacturing and Production (Heavy or Outdoors)  
An establishment engaged in manufacturing, assembly, fabrication, packaging or other industrial processing 
of products primarily from extracted or raw materials, or the bulk storage and handling of such products and 
materials, or an industrial establishment having potential to produce noise, dust, glare, odors or vibration 
beyond its lot line. Such use shall also include any manufacturing or assembly facility that requires outdoor 
storage areas that exceed 500 square feet in area. 

Manufacturing and Production (Indoors) 
The manufacturing, processing, or assembly of products within a fully enclosed structure where noise, odor, 
light, or vibrations is not noticeable from the adjacent properties. See also “manufacturing and production 
(heavy or outdoors).” 

Medical/Dental Clinics and Health Centers 
Office or clinic uses concerned with the diagnosis, treatment, and care of human beings.  This definition 
includes 24-hour urgent care centers but does not include “hospitals,” “medication maintenance facilities or 
dispensaries” “skilled nursing facilities,” or “personal care facilities.” The use shall not include any ambulance 
service or overnight stays. 

Medication Maintenance Facilities or Dispensaries 
A facility or use where any form of prescription medication is dispensed to patients, by a doctor, for use or 
consumption on-site as opposed to a pharmacy that dispenses prescription medication for use at home. Such 
use may include, but is not limited to, methadone treatment facilities as licensed by the State of Ohio. 

Memorial and Monuments 
A statue, building, or other structure erected to commemorate a famous or notable person, place, or event. 

Microbrewery, Microdistillery, or Microwinery 
An establishment with where beer, liquor, wine, or other alcoholic beverage is manufactured on the premises. 
The manufacturing may be the principal use of the facility or may be subordinate to a restaurant, bar, or 
tavern as allowed in Section <>.  A microbrewery, microdistillery or microwinery may include some off-site 
distribution of its alcoholic beverages consistent with state law.   

Mixed-Use Buildings 
A building that contains a commercial or office use and a residential use within a single building as provided 
for in this code and where the residential uses are located on upper floors only. 

Multi-Tenant Use 
A principal building with multiple uses of a similar use classification (e.g., commercial, industrial, etc.) but that 
has multiple tenant spaces and/or multiple use types. A strip mall or strip center with a mixture of retail uses 
such as restaurants, retail stores, and personal service establishments is an example of a multi-tenant 
building. Such use does not include any use within the residential use classification. 

Nudity, Nude, or State of Nudity 
The showing of the human male or female genitals, pubic area, vulva, anus, anal cleft, or cleavage with less 
than a fully opaque covering; or the showing of the female breasts with less than a fully opaque covering of 
any part of the nipple.  

Nursery Schools and Day Care Centers 
A facility administering to the needs of infants, toddlers, pre-school children, and school children outside of 
school hours, by persons other than their parents or guardians, custodians, or relatives by blood, marriage or 
adoption for any portion of the 24-hour day in a building other than the child's own home. This use may 
include, but is not limited to, after school programs, office day care centers and principal structures used for 
only day care/nursery school programs. This term may also include adult day care centers where persons 
other than children, family members, or guardians care for an adult for a portion of a 24-hour day in a building 
other than the adult’s home. 
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Outdoor Dining  
Areas on sidewalks (public or private), patios, or other unenclosed areas, excluding vehicular use areas, that 
are designated for outdoor seating where patrons may be served food and beverage for on-site dining. 

Outdoor Display or Sales 
The placement of small products or materials for sale outside of a retail or wholesale sales establishment. 

Outdoor Storage and Bulk Sales 
A facility or lot used for the outdoor storage of materials and/or vehicles that are to be used for construction or 
for manufacturing processes and where such uses are the principal use of the lot. Such use may also include 
the sales of materials related to construction or manufacturing where the sales are direct to contractors or 
business and not open to the general public for retail sales. This use may also include the outdoor storage of 
fleet vehicles. 

Outdoor Vending Machines and Drop Boxes  
Vending machines are small machines that are capable of accepting money in return for the automatic 
dispensing of goods (e.g., drink machines, snack machines, video machines). Drop-off boxes are small 
collection facilities where recyclable materials, clothing, or household goods are accepted from the public 
(e.g., neighborhood recycling stations and thrift store collection boxes). 

Passive Parks, Open Space, and Natural Areas 
Any park or recreational facility where there is no grading of the land, the construction of facilities, lighting, or 
development of ball fields with the exception that passive parks, recreational facilities, and conservation areas 
may include the development of trails and sidewalks. 

Patio  
An unenclosed outdoor hard-surfaced area that is no higher than 18 inches above the ground. If a pergola or 
other roof structure is attached to the principal building and extends over the patio, then then the patio and 
roofing shall be considered a porch. 

 
Figure <>: Illustrative example of a patio. 

Personal Care 
Personal care means the provision of personal services such as help in walking and getting in and out of bed; 
assistance with bathing, dressing, and feeding; preparation of a special diet; and supervision over 
medications which can be self-administered. 

Personal Services 
Establishments that are primarily engaged in providing services generally involving the care of the person or 
person’s possessions. Personal services may include, but are not limited to, laundry and dry-cleaning 
services, barber shops, beauty salons, health and fitness studios, music schools, informational and 
instructional services, tanning salons, and portrait studios. 
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Personal Wireless Services 
Commercial mobile services, unlicensed wireless services and common carrier wireless exchange access 
services, including cellular services. 

Places of Worship 
A religious institution where a congregation of any denomination, regularly participates in or holds religious 
services, meetings and other activities, including buildings in which the religious services are held and which 
may include accessory indoor uses such as, but not limited to, day care or educational institution facilities. 

Playsets, Treehouses and Trampolines 
Recreational equipment for children that may include, but is not limited to, swings, slides, monkey bars, and 
play enclosures. 

Porch 
An unenclosed area with a roof that is attached to a building but not used for livable space. A porch also 
includes paved areas without a roof if the surface area is higher than 18 inches above the adjacent grade 
(e.g., stoops). See Section <>. 

     
Figure <>: Examples of a front porch (left) and back porch (right). 

Portable Storage Unit 
A portable enclosed unit of durable construction or material, not to exceed eight feet wide by eight feet tall by 
sixteen feet long, designed for permanent or temporary storage, which can be transported by vehicle and left 
on-site. 

Portable Storage Unit Sales, Rental, and Storage 
An establishment where the primary activity is the sale, rental, and/or storage of portable storage units. 

Public Parking Lots or Garages 
An outdoor area or structure owned by a government agency that contains marked parking spaces and 
associated access drives where motor vehicles may be stored for the purpose of temporary off-street parking. 

Public Utility Buildings and Facilities 
Structures and land used for storage, transmission, or recovery facility for water, sewerage, telephone, 
electric or gas and other similar utilities owned or operated by any public agency or by any utility subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission (PUCO). Such uses may also include salt storage or other 
outdoor activities necessary for the efficient operations of the local, state, or federal government. 

Research and Development Facilities 
An establishment or facility for carrying on investigation in the natural, physical, or social sciences, or 
engineering and development as an extension of investigation with the objective of creating end products. 
Such establishment shall not include the manufacturing or assembly of products beyond the development of 
prototype systems or products. All activities shall take place within an enclosed building. 
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Residential Community Centers 
A building used for the meeting, recreation, or social activity designed to accommodate and serve the 
residents of a subdivision or development with which the use is associated and that may be privately owned 
or jointly owned by property owners. 

Residential Facilities 
Any residential facility meant as a permanent residence for persons, licensed by the State of Ohio, designed 
to allow not more than 16 persons, needing specialized care, counseling, ongoing medical treatment or 
supervision to live in the same building or complex of buildings and engage in some congregate living activity 
in a non-institutional environment as regulated by Chapters 5119, 5120 and 5123 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Restaurants 
An establishment whose principal business is the selling of food and beverages to the customer in a ready to 
consume state, in individual servings, to be consumed within the building or as take-away but shall not be 
served through a drive-through facility or to customers waiting in their vehicles for consumption on the 
premises. 

Restaurants, Drive-In or Drive-Through 
An establishment that furnishes the patron with food in a ready-to-consume state, primarily in plastic, paper or 
other disposable containers, and where the consumption of food is allowed either in the main building, a 
motor vehicle parked on the premises, an open area on the premises outside the main building, or off the 
premises. 

Retail Businesses 
Any business selling goods, wares or merchandise directly to the ultimate consumer for direct consumption 
and not for resale. A retail business use includes, but is not be limited to such activities as: supermarkets; 
stores that sell electronics, hardware, apparel, footwear, appliances, furniture, department stores, and 
discount stores. In Table <>, retail businesses are divided into two categories by size (10,000 square feet or 
smaller and over 10,000 square feet). Such size shall be defined as the gross floor area of the entire footprint 
of the building. 

Retail Commercial Uses 
For the purposes of accessory uses, this term shall mean “retail businesses” that are accessory to the 
principal use. 

Satellite Dishes 
A parabolic dish antenna including its structural supports, used for reception of various satellite television 
programming signals. 

Self-Storage Facilities 
A building that contains varying sizes of individual, compartmentalized, or controlled-access stalls or lockers 
for the dead storage of a customer’s goods or wares where the access to such stalls or lockers can occur 
within the inside of the building or from the exterior of the building and where there is no outdoor storage.   

Semi-Nudity or Semi-Nude Condition 
A state of dress in which opaque clothing covers not more than the genitals, pubic region, and nipple of the 
female breast, as well as portions of the body covered by supporting straps or devices. 

Sexual Device Shop 
A commercial establishment that regularly features sexual devices, but not including any pharmacy, drug 
store, medical clinic, or establishment primarily dedicated to providing medical or healthcare products or 
services, and not including any commercial establishment that does not restrict access to its premises by 
reason of age. 
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Sexual Encounter Establishment 
A business or commercial establishment that, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for any form of 
consideration a place where either of the following occur: 

• Two or more persons may congregate, associate, or consort for the purpose of engaging in specified 
sexual activities or 

• Two or more persons appear nude or seminude for the purpose of displaying their nude or seminude 
bodies for their receipt of consideration or compensation in any type or form. 

An establishment where a medical practitioner, psychologist, psychiatrist, or similar professional person 
licensed by the state engages in medically approved and recognized therapy, including, but not limited to, 
massage therapy, as regulated pursuant to section 4731.15 of the Revised Code, is not a "sexual encounter 
establishment." 

Skilled Nursing 
Those nursing services and procedures employed in caring for the sick which require training, judgment, 
technical knowledge, and skills beyond those which the untrained person possesses. It involves administering 
medications and carrying out procedures in accordance with the orders, instructions, and prescriptions of the 
attending physician or surgeon. 

Skilled Nursing or Personal Care Facilities175 
A long-term or short-term in-patient care facility that provides skilled nursing services or personal care in a 
facility that is not in a traditional dwelling type (e.g., single-family dwelling). Such facility shall not mean the 
same as “hospitals” or “residential facility.” 

Solar Panels  
The equipment and requisite hardware that provides and is used for collecting, transferring, converting, 
storing, or using incident solar energy for water heating, space heating, cooling, generating electricity, or 
other applications that would otherwise require the use of a conventional source of energy such as petroleum 
products, natural gas, manufactured gas, or electricity produced from a nonrenewable resource. Such 
systems include passive solar energy systems that capture the sun's energy in building design and 
construction components; solar thermal energy systems that convert sunlight to heat as in a hot water tank or 
swimming pool; and photovoltaic solar energy systems that convert sunlight to electricity. 

Specified Anatomical Areas 

• The human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered; or 

• Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttocks or female breast 
below a point immediately above the top of the areola. 

Specified Sexual Activities 
Specified sexual activities means any of the following: 

• The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus or female breasts; 

• Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral copulation, masturbation 
or sodomy; or 

• Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth in Section <>. 

Structure 
That which is constructed on or under the ground or attached or connected thereto, including but not limited 
to: buildings, barriers, bridges, bulkheads, chimneys, fences, garages, outdoor seating facilities, parking 
areas, platforms, pools, poles, streets, tanks, tents, towers, sheds, signs, walls and walks; and excluding 
trailers and other vehicles whether on wheels or other supports. 

Structure, Accessory 
A structure on the same lot with, and of a nature customarily incidental and subordinate to, the principal 
structure. 

 
175 Skilled nursing and personal care are defined in the ORC and this code and in the second list of definitions. 
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Swimming Pools  
Any pool, lake, or open tank, primarily used for swimming or wading, not located within a completely enclosed 
building and containing or normally capable of containing water to a depth at any point greater than three feet 
and as further defined in Section <>.  

Taverns or Bars 
Establishments whose primary purpose is providing or dispensing, for on-site consumption, any fermented 
malt beverage, malt beverage, special malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors. The sale of food products including, 
but not limited to, sandwiches and light snacks may be a secondary use to the service of the aforementioned 
drinks. 

Temporary Sales Office or Model Home 
A dwelling unit temporarily converted into a sales and display office or a temporary sales office established in 
a development or subdivision for the purpose of providing an example of the units in the development. 

Tennis or Other Recreational Courts 
An area of a yard that is permanently improved and surfaced for the recreational use of the property owner for 
games such as tennis, basketball, racquetball, and similar sports or games. 

Theaters 
Any building or part of a building used for the showing of motion pictures or for dramatic, dance, musical, live 
or pre-recorded performances. Such use may include a lobby area and refreshment stand for the patrons. 

Truck Terminals 
The use of property or buildings for the temporary parking of motor freight vehicles or trucks of common 
carriers, during loading and unloading, and between trips, including necessary warehouse space for storage 
or transitory freight. 

Type-B Day Care Homes  
A permanent residence of the provider in which child day care is provided for one to six children at one time 
and in which no more than three children may be under two years of age at one time. In counting children for 
the purposes of this definition, any children under six years of age who are related to the provider and who 
are on the premises of the Type B Home shall be counted. A Type B Home does not include a residence in 
which the needs of children are administered, if all of the children whose needs are being administered to are 
siblings of the same immediate family and the residence is the home of the siblings.  

Use 
Any purpose for which a lot, building, or other structure, or a tract of land may be designated, arranged, 
intended, maintained, or occupied; or any activity, occupation, business, or operation carried on or intended 
to be carried on in a building or other structure or on a tract of land. 

Use, Accessory 
A use located on the same lot with the principal use of building or land, but incidental and subordinate to and 
constructed subsequent to the principal use of the building or land. 

Use, Conditional 
A use which may be appropriate or desirable in a specified zoning district, but requires special approval 
through the conditional use approval (See Section <>.) because, if not carefully located or designed, it may 
create special problems such as excessive height or bulk or abnormal traffic congestion.  

Use, Permitted 
A use which is permitted in a specified zoning district through either a zoning permit or site plan review, as 
may be applicable.  

Use, Permitted with Standards 
A use which is permitted in a specified zoning district through either a zoning permit or site plan review, as 
may be applicable, provide such use meets the additional use-specific standards set forth in this code. 

Use, Principal or Main 
The main use of land or buildings as distinguished from subordinate or accessory uses. A principal use may 
be either permitted, permitted with standards, or conditionally permitted. 
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Use, Temporary 
A use that is established for a fixed period of time with the intent to discontinue such use upon the expiration 
of such time and does not involve the construction or alteration of any permanent structure. See Chapter <>. 

Utility Cabinets 
Any above ground structure, facility, or equipment, including but not limited to, pedestals, boxes, cabinets, 
meters, storage facilities, or utility stations, that are associated with a utility providing services to its 
customers. Such services shall include, but are not limited to: electricity, natural gas, telecommunications, 
cable, video and internet service, and water. Utility cabinet shall not include fire hydrants, utility poles, traffic 
control devices, or City equipment. 

Vehicle Sales and Leasing 
Any building or land where new or used passenger cars, pick-up trucks, motorcycles, boats, trailers, and 
other recreational vehicles, in operational condition, are sold or leased to customers. Where Table <> 
includes the term “(new)” in the name, such use shall be the sale of only new vehicles. Where Table <> 
includes the term “(used)” in the name, such use may include the sale of new or used vehicles. 

Vehicle Washing Establishments 
The use of a site for washing and cleaning of passenger vehicles, recreational vehicles, or other light duty 
equipment. This shall include establishments that provide car detailing services. 

Warehouses 
A business establishment primarily engaged in the storage, loading, and unloading of merchandise, goods, 
and materials, not including “self-storage facilities.” 

Wholesale Establishments 
An establishment or place of business primarily engaged in selling merchandise to retailers, including 
associated showrooms and warehousing; to industrial, commercial, institutions, or professional business 
users; to other wholesalers; or acting as agents or brokers and buying merchandise for, or selling 
merchandise to, such individuals or companies. 

Wireless Communications Towers and Antenna 
A facility consisting of the equipment and structures involved in receiving telecommunications or radio signals 
from a mobile radio communications source and transmitting those signals to a central switching computer 
which connects the mobile unit with the land-based telephone lines for the provision of personal wireless 
services. 

 




