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 Historic Preservation 

 PURPOSE AND INTENT (EXISTING SECTION 1126.01) 

 The purpose of this chapter is to preserve and protect historic properties in the City of Sharonville, and 
any subsequently designated local landmarks, historic district(s), contributing buildings, and historic sites. 
In order to preserve and protect the historic character of existing and future historic districts and/or 
landmarks, the regulations of this chapter are imposed in addition to other regulations in this code. 

 The character of the City is directly linked to the economic, social, historical, and cultural health, and well-
being of the community. Therefore, this chapter establishes procedures to maintain the historic character 
of select landmarks and/or districts within the City in order to obtain the following objectives: 
(1) To enhance the Sharonville Comprehensive Plan and safeguard the City's attractions to prospective 

residents, businesses and visitors by preserving the distinctive character of historic landmarks 
and/or districts; 

(2) To safeguard the architectural integrity of the City's landmark buildings and allow for future addition 
of landmarks and/or districts to the list contained herein; 

(3) To safeguard the heritage of the City by preserving sites, buildings, objects, landscapes and works 
of art that reflect elements of the City's cultural, social, economic, political or architectural heritage; 

(4) To seek alternatives to demolition or incompatible alterations of landmarks and/or districts within the 
City before such acts are performed; 

(5) To afford the widest possible scope of continuing vitality through private renewal and architectural 
creativity within appropriate controls and standards; 

(6) To encourage the use or appropriate development of vacant properties, as applicable, in 
accordance with the character of landmarks and/or districts; 

(7) To combat urban blight caused by neglect of aging buildings, sites and districts and their setting; 
(8) To encourage investment in historic resources and strengthening of the City's economy; 
(9) To enhance the environmental and aesthetic quality of the City; 
(10) To stabilize and improve property values; 
(11) To promote preservation and continued use of historic public buildings such as schools, railroad 

depots, and others similar buildings; and 
(12) To protect public health, safety, prosperity, and welfare. 

 It is the further intent of this chapter to discourage the construction of major new buildings on lots 
containing historic landmarks and the subdivision of lots containing historic landmarks for the construction 
of new buildings in close proximity to any landmark buildings. 

 LIMITATIONS ON ISSUANCE OF BUILDING, ZONING, AND DEMOLITION PERMITS 
(EXISTING (1126.06 (A))  

No construction, reconstruction, addition, demolition or removal of any building or significant exterior 
architectural feature thereof to any listed landmark, contributing building, or any other structure within an historic 
district shall be undertaken prior to obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) from the Sharonville 
Historic Preservation Commission (SHPC) and a zoning permit, where applicable. No zoning permit shall be 
issued for the construction, addition, demolition or removal of a listed landmark, contributing building or 
noncontributing building and historic sites, in or outside of a historic district, except in cases falling within the 
exclusion set forth in this code, unless the application for such work is approved by the SHPC through the 
issuance of a COA in the manner prescribed in Section <>. 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION STANDARDS 

 Design Requirements and Guidelines for Existing Landmarks or Contributing Buildings (Existing 
(1126.06 (C))  

(1) Alterations  

A. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  
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B. The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 
property shall be avoided.  

C. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced, to the maximum extent 
practicable.  

D. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials.  

E. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial 
evidence.  

(2) Additions 

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction should be compatible in character 
with the original building. They should be sympathetic but not duplicative in design.  In general, 
additions should avoid changing significant elevations that are visible from public rights-of-way and 
should not overpower the original building.   

(3) Materials 

Buildings shall have exterior materials of painted wood, brick, stucco, stone masonry, or other 
materials deemed appropriate by the SHPC. Vinyl, aluminum and synthetic stucco are not 
appropriate. 

(4) Window and Door Openings 

A. Window and door openings are a major character-defining feature of a building and usually 
occupy 20 to 50 percent of the front elevation.  They are typically vertically aligned and 
proportioned with a 2:1 ratio of height to width and defined by elements such as lintels and 
sills.  The original openings should be maintained.   

B. New windows should have a configuration that is historically appropriate such as one-over-
one, two-over-two or six-over-six double-hung sashes.   

C. Tinted or reflective glass is not appropriate.   

(5) Scale and Massing 

Overall building height to width ratios, chimney construction, roof pitch, footprint size, both absolute 
footprint size and size relative to lot size, placement and orientation, and other pertinent data, as 
deemed important to the overall building appearance shall be considered in the design of any 
addition, alteration or replacement of existing structures. 

(6) Accessory Buildings 

Accessory buildings exceeding 300 square feet of floor area shall be of the same architectural style 
and same exterior material as the main building unless the accessory building is a reconstruction of 
an accessory building that previously existed on the lot, in which case substantial freedom shall be 
afforded the applicant to replicate the structure as it previously existed. 

 Design Requirements for New Buildings in Historic Districts (Existing (1126.06 (D)) 

(1) Scale and Massing 

New buildings shall be similar in size, scale, mass and architectural style as the surrounding 
contributing buildings.  Overall building height-to-width ratios, roof pitch, size, placement, 
orientation, and other pertinent data, as deemed important to the overall building appearance shall 
be considered in the design of any new or replacement structures. 

(2) Materials 

New buildings shall have exterior materials of painted wood, brick, stucco, or stone masonry, or 
other material deemed appropriate by the SHPC. Vinyl, aluminum and synthetic stucco are not 
appropriate. 
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(3) Window and Door Openings 

Window and door openings are a major character-defining feature of a building and usually occupy 
20 percent to 50 percent of the front elevation. They are typically aligned vertically with a 2:1 ratio of 
height to width and defined by elements such as lintels and sills.  New windows should have a 
configuration that is historically appropriate such as one-over-one, two-over-two or six-over-six 
double-hung sashes.  In all cases, glass should be clear; tinted or reflective glass is not 
appropriate.   

(4) Site Location of New Buildings 

In order to maintain historic landscapes around landmarks and contributing buildings, no new 
buildings shall be built on lots in front of landmarks or contributing buildings. New lots can be next to 
or behind landmarks and contributing buildings. New buildings shall have front yard setbacks similar 
to surrounding contributing buildings, provided that no new front yard of greater than 50 feet shall be 
required. 

(5) Garages 

In order to maintain the characteristics of a historic district, no new house may be built with garage 
doors on the front elevation of said house facing the street. For corner lots, garage doors may face 
the street on the side elevation.  Detached garages built behind the rear elevation of new or existing 
houses may have garage doors facing the front or side of the lot. 

(6) Accessory Buildings 

Accessory buildings exceeding 300 square feet of floor area shall be of the same architectural style 
and same exterior material as the main building unless the accessory building is a reconstruction of 
an accessory building that previously existed on the lot, in which case substantial freedom shall be 
afforded the applicant to replicate the structure as it previously existed.   

 Design Guidelines for Site Improvements to Landmarks and Historic Sites (Existing (1126.06 (E)) 

(1) Building Signage 

Any sign requiring a permit from the city, which is proposed to be attached to a landmark or 
contributing building shall be of material and style harmonious with the building and its 
surroundings.  All such signs shall be presented to the SHPC for Certificate of Appropriateness 
approval prior to initiation or erection of such sign. 

(2) Parking and Paving 

Reducing green space by adding additional pavement for driveways or parking areas should be 
limited whenever possible. New driveways and parking areas shall respect existing contours and 
natural features and be set back from adjoining property lines at least five feet. 

 Noncontributing Buildings (Existing (1126.06 (F)) 

Additions and alterations to, and rehabilitations of noncontributing buildings should either be compatible 
with the style and character of the noncontributing buildings or should cause the buildings to become 
more compatible with the district. 

 Demolition (Existing (1126.06 (G)) 

The demolition of existing buildings shall not be unreasonably denied. The SHPC shall consider the 
following criteria in evaluating applications for demolition. 

(1) Public Safety   

Demolition has been ordered by the Building Official for public safety because of an unsafe or 
dangerous condition that constitutes an emergency. 

(2) Commercial Property   

The owner can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the SHPC that the building cannot be reused nor 
can a reasonable economic return be gained from the use of all or part of the building proposed for 
demolition. 




